1079 Balltown Road

Fire Station

Proposed Renovation/Addition
Fact Sheet

We Need Your Help

Niskayuna Fire District 1 is a professional Fire Department made up of 15 highly trained
and New York State certified firefighters and paramedics, supported by a crew of 35
highly trained volunteer firefighters, emergency medical technicians, and paramedics.
Both the professional and volunteer staff undergoes training year-round to be ready for
all types of emergencies, from a minor medical call to a major car accident or fire, to an
emergency at GE Global Research or the Knolls Atomic Power Laboratory. Our staff is
on duty and in station 24 hours a day, every day of the year, to answer your call for
help.

In 2009 we answered the call for help 1799 times. Below is the breakdown of these calls

1355 -- Calls for emergency medical services
4017 Other fires or calls for assistance
43 -- Structure fires

Average response time from receiving the emergency call to being on scene is less than
4 minutes.

Our main station on Balltown Road has outlived its usefulness at its current size. It is
too small to house our modern apparatus, provide training, and store needed
equipment. The Fire District has been advised by an engineer that it is unsafe to park
our apparatus in the bays due to the age and structural condition of the building. It also
does not conform to current building codes and has other inherent safety issues, which
include a main entrance that brings people in through the engine bays, and its close
proximity to dangerous traffic on Balltown Road.

This station is crucial to our operation; it provides quick response times to the majority
of our fire district. We want to continue providing you the best possible service and be
ready for the growth and challenges we'll face in the future. That is why we are asking
you to consider our proposal to construct a new addition to the current station. It will
provide a safe facility for both the firefighters and the general public, result in more
efficient operations, and give us the room we'll need as the town and its needs continue
to grow.
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Needs / Issues with Current Fire Station
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Originally built in 1937 the station was not

services apparatus, staffing, and administrative requirements.

Apparatus Bays are too small for todaybés appa
Apparatus currently owned by the fire district will not fit in the station.

Non-conformance with Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) FA-168

A 36 cahoe eequired around all apparatus parked in station
A Specific FEMAFA-168 Example: 19406s design cannot
modern apparatus
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New apparatus must be downsized from industry standard resulting in added

cost and reduced capability and effectiveness.

Apparatus maintenance must often be done outside.



